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There has been a flood of items coming in this last week. Several important items have had to be held over for our next edition.

NSA / NSNZ JOINT CONFERENCE AT QUEENSTOWN, NZ, NOV 29 - DEC 2
** Conference Website
www.events4you.co.nz/nutr2011.html
Full details of scientific programme etc.

** Accommodation
The conference organisers have arranged for standard or twin rooms to be available at three hotels (Rydges Lakeland Resort, Peppers Beacon and Novotel) for NZ$159 per night. (At current exchange rates, which may fluctuate, this is about AU$130 – but note that you will be charged in NZ$.) Rydges are also offering a student rate (double or twin ) of NZ$105 per night. All these hotels are offering these same rates to staying extra nights before or after the conference. YOU MUST BOOK THESE DEALS ON THE REGISTRATION FORM.
Queenstown also has a wide range of other accommodation, over a broad price-range. For these, you will need to make your own bookings.

** Registration – price and procedure
Full registration gets you all scientific sessions, morning/afternoon teas and lunches, and welcome reception. (The conference dinner costs extra.).
At the Early Bird rate (up to Sep 30), full registration is NZ$ 480 (roughly AU$ 380) for NSA members; if you’re an NSA member who is a student or retired, it reduces to NZ$ 250 (roughly AU$ 200). (Non-members will need to pay somewhat more, as will members who register after Sep 30.)
Note that you will be charged in NZ$.
You may choose to register on-line at the above website, or do it in hard copy (printed from the website).

** Update on abstracts
The submission deadline has passed. Over 200 abstracts have been received, and are currently being assessed. Authors will be advised of the outcomes by September 13
Students who applied for NSA travel grants will also be advised of the outcome by this date.

* CPD points
If you are on our Register of Nutritionists, full-time attendance at this conference earns you 50 CPD points. If you are also doing a presentation, you get an extra 50 points, making a total of 100 points for your four days in Queenstown. (If you do more than one presentation, you still only get 100 points for the four days.)

NSA REGISTRATION COMMITTEE

Our Registration Committee has the important role of assessing applications for admission to our Register of Nutritionists.

** We welcome three new members
Following the ad in a recent newsletter, the 11-person committee has now been enhanced by three high-quality new members, whom we welcome warmly.
~ Professor Ian Darnton-Hill, Adjunct Professor at (1) Friedman School of Nutrition Science & Policy, Tufts University, USA and (2) Boden Institute of Obesity, Nutrition and Exercise at the University of Sydney. Trained as a public health physician, his career has included very senior nutrition roles at UNICEF and WHO.
~ Dr Alice Owen, Department of Epidemiology & Preventive Medicine, Monash University. From a research background in nutritional physiology, Alice has migrated into epidemiology, with a strong interest in diet (especially omega-3s) and cardiovascular disease.
~ Associate Professor Sebely Pal, School of Public health, Curtin University. Originally from Canada, her work has ranged from biochemically-oriented lab studies to public health aspects of obesity.

** We are seeking an additional animal nutritionist for this committee
People who work on the nutrition of animals have always been an important group within NSA, and our Register (details at http://www.nsa.asn.au/reg_scheme.php) includes the R An Nutr qualification for them. The Registration Committee is seeking NSA members with expertise in animal nutrition who are at least 5 years post PhD to join the committee.
The committee meets 4 times per year via teleconference (with an occasional face to face meeting) to assess applications.
If you are interested to serve NSA in this way, please email committee chair Dr Alison Coates (alison.coates@unisa.edu.au) by Aug 31, including a brief CV (2 page max).

NSA MID-CAREER TRAVEL GRANT FOR RESEARCH EXCELLENCE IN NUTRITION SCIENCE - OUR 2011 WINNERS – CONGRATULATIONS
These awards, generously supported by the Australian Nutrition Trust Fund, recognise the best journal article published, as first-named author, by a mid-career researcher. (“Mid-career” is defined as 5-15 years after award of a PhD). The prize includes a generous cash award to help cover costs of attending an international nutrition conference.

** Dr Cuong D Tran
Cuong was awarded a PhD at the University of Adelaide, and is currently MS McLeod Post-Doctoral Fellow at the Gastroenterology Unit, [South Australian] Children, Youth and Women’s Health Service, and also holds an affiliate lectureship at University of Adelaide .
The paper that earned the award established that the presence of an endogenous zinc binding protein, metallothionein, is associated with marked changes to the histology and biochemistry of the small intestine, suggesting that metallothionein may be important in small intestinal maturity and development. The reference is CD Tran “Dietary zinc and metallothionein on small intestinal disaccharidases activity in mice” World J Gastroenterol 2011; 17: 354-360.

** Dr Lisa Wood
Lisa was awarded a PhD at the University of Newcastle, and is currently a senior lecturer in the School of Biomedical Sciences and Pharmacy at that university.
The paper that earned the award was LG Wood et al “Dietary fat and an activated immune response are associated with reduced FEV1” Eur J Clin Nutr 2010; 64: 818-25. The key finding was that increased dietary fat intake is associated with reduced lung function in an aging population. This highlights the potential for dietary fat restriction to be considered as a strategy for preserving lung function and reducing mortality with ageing.

NSA REGIONAL EVENTS

**NEW! Canberra, Aug 30 (Tues), 4.30–6.30pm ~ Food production in Australia: A focus on nutrition and sustainability
This event (FREE for NSA members; gold coin donation for others) is at University of Canberra, Lecture Theatre 12B50, Building 12; enter off Ginninderra or Haydon Drive.
5.00 pm ~ Impacts on the availability of a nutritious diet - Kirsten Larsen ( Policy Challenges Research Manager, Victorian Eco-Innovation Lab). Kirsten discusses a recent study assessing how cumulative changes in complex modern food systems (e.g. climate change, food production practices, fuel and water use, waste, population growth) can impact on the availability of fruit, vegetables, meat, grains and milk.
5.30 Environmental sustainability initiatives in food manufacturing – (Angela McClowry
Sustainability Policy Analyst, Australian Food and Grocery Council). Angela discusses current work by the food manufacturing industry to enhance environmental sustainability across the areas of water, waste and energy.
Both speakers have extensive expertise and experience in issues related to food sustainability.
Pre-talks (4.30 pm) and post-talks (6.30 pm) food and liquid ingestion is also included. So, for catering purposes, please let us know you’re coming (nsaact@gmail.com) by Aug 26.
More details at http://www.nsa.asn.au/conferences/canberra.php
If you are on our Register, attendance at this event earns 20 CPD points.

** Adelaide, Aug 29-30 ~ Sustainable Nutrition – Sustainable Lifestyles
This meeting features a host of lectures by eminent nutrition experts. Co-hosts = Nutritional Physiology Research Centre (University of SA), NSA Adelaide, Healthy Development Adelaide.
For further details go to http://www.unisa.edu.au/nutritional.physiology/food.asp. NSA members get a reduced registration fee.
If you are on our Register, full attendance at this event earns 30 CPD points.

** Newcastle, Sep 2 (Fri), afternoon/evening  ~ Foetal programming: link between early nutrition and development
All at Treehouse, University of Newcastle – except the dinner. Topics: A large and lean baby or small but fat? Which foetal phenotype would you choose? / Early origins of a taste for fat / Epigenetic programming of adolescent metabolic phenotypes. Meeting is free, including pre-talk (2.30 pm) and post-talk (5.15 pm) food & liquid ingestion. At 6.30 pm, there is an optional Thai dinner (modest cost).
RSVP Hayley.Scott@newcastle.edu.au no later than Aug 29.
More details at http://www.nsa.asn.au/conferences/newcastle.php
If you are on our Register, attendance at this event earns 20 CPD points.

NSA WEBINARS

** Aug 31 (Wed), NSA webinar, 1.00 – 2.00 pm AEST ~ Selenium and colon cancer prevention – Prof Graeme Macintosh
Graeme Macintosh is at School of Medicine, Flinders University, after many years researching various fields in animal and human nutrition at CSIRO Division of Human Nutrition. His recent focus has been on the role of selenium in preventing colon cancer. He is a Fellow of NSA (a mark of his eminent contribution to nutrition).
Go to:  https://www3.gotomeeting.com/register/186685318
to book your "virtual" seat for this webinar – and check its time in terms of your local time-zone!
If you are on our Register, attendance at this webinar earns 20 CPD points.

JOBS

** Laos: Nutrition Program Adviser ~ Australian Red Cross ~ Deadline Aug 29.
Full details at http://redcross.org.au/nutrition-program-adviser.aspx.   Reference LA/HE/FY12/03/GV; 12-month appointment (Nov 18 2011 – Nov 17 2012). Red Cross has confirmed the above deadline date to me.
Key roles are:
~ Help provide healthy meals and nutrition programs to children who might otherwise go to school hungry.
~ Work with the Lao Ministry of Education to ensure that the Schools Meals program offers foods of adequate nutritional value and makes the best use of local produce. [The National School Meals Program is an initiative of the World Food Programme to tackle malnutrition among pre-primary and primary school children across Laos.]
You will need:
•    Strong experience in nutrition programming
•    Experience in strategy development, program planning, monitoring & evaluation
•    Experience in negotiating and developing partnerships.

** Deakin University, School of Exercise and Nutrition Sciences – FOUR level B and C lectureships - deadline Sep 18
For more details of individual positions, go to http://www.deakin.edu.au/careers-at-deakin/employment/academic.php and/or contact Professor David Crawford on 03 9244 6616. All are full-time and continuing positions; salary range (depending on level of appointment) is $74,918 - $105,820 per annum (plus 17% superannuation). You must have a PhD in an appropriate field.
~ Lecturer in Nutritional Science [110356], Geelong campus. You will be required to teach, undertake research, and publish in at least one of following areas: principles of nutrition, nutrition across the lifespan and the relationship between nutrition and chronic disease.
~ Senior Lecturer/ Lecturer in Nutritional Sciences [110354], Burwood campus You will be required to teach, undertake research, and publish in at least one of following areas: nutritional status; food perception and its relation to diet and nutrition; food and nutrition assessment; nutrition and its relation to chronic disease.
~ Senior Lecturer/ Lecturer in Nutrition and Population Health [110360], Burwood campus. You will be required to teach, undertake research, and publish in at least one of following areas: nutritional determinants of population health; behavioural, social and cultural influences on nutrition; nutrition promotion and evaluation; food and nutrition policy; international nutrition.
~ Senior Lecturer/Lecturer in Applied Food Science [110361], Burwood campus. You will be required to teach, undertake research, and publish in at least one of following areas: food science and its relationship to human health; food safety and security; product development; food formulation.

** National Food Plan Consultation
http://www.daff.gov.au/agriculture-food/food/national-food-plan
A high-level committee has been seeking input on what this should contain – a preliminary view includes “food security, productivity and efficiency, sustainability, health and nutrition and general economic policy relating to the food sector.” Two new developments
~ The closing date for submissions has been extended to Sep 2 (end of next week).
~ An informative one-hour web-cast (by a panel including nutrition identities Rosemary Stanton and Heather Yeatman) was held last week, and should now be available for viewing at the above website.

** Nominations for Australian of the Year Awards – a plea from NHMRC
“In recent years, health and medical researchers have been prominent recipients of the Australian of the Year award. We encourage you to think about nominating an inspirational researcher for an award, particularly for Senior Australian of the Year or Young Australian of the Year. Nominations for the 2012 awards close at the end of August. For more details visit http://www.australianoftheyear.org.au/ “

