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on-line at http://www.nsa.asn.au/resources/news.php

Deadline for next edition is Friday June 3. 

Please send items for the newsletter and website to ME at nutsocnews@gmail.com (do not use the REPLY button). 
News of NSA activities have priority, but other items (non-NSA events, jobs, nutrition-related news) are welcome and will be included where space allows. Items are edited to match “house style” and space – preferred length is 100-150 words. 
We do NOT include attachments to the emailed newsletter.

(Dr) David Woodward, Editor (Email me at nutsocnews@gmail.com )

PS. Warning: Newsletter frequency will be sharply reduced from mid-June to early-July, as your editor heads off for R&R in the far North-West of Australia. So, if you have an upcoming event in June/July, let me know NOW!

RENEWING YOUR NSA MEMBERSHIP – PLEASE READ - NOW

Membership renewal invoices are being e-mailed to nearly 900 members. The 2011-12 fees are $168 for ordinary members and $67 for student and retired members. (Our fees increase each year in line with the CPI. ). This current financial year will see continuation of our webinar program, which adds value to your membership - wherever you are.

Please make sure that you tell us about any change in your

* snail-mail address, and

* email address (otherwise your newsletters will vanish into the dark recesses of cyberspace).

EFT payments are quickest to process, but PLEASE put your NAME in the Reference Field first – and member number, if you know it. The Reference Field only allows a few spaces, so please do NOT write “NSA Member Fee”. (We know that from the amount!) We can’t credit the payment to you if we don’t know it came from you.

A receipt will be mailed to you. Please patient, but if it doesn’t arrive after a few weeks, please check with us. 

Please direct any queries re membership to Helen Smith at nsa@fcconventions.com.au

CELEBRATION OF NSA FELLOWSHIPS & AWARDS ~ JUNE 14 (TUES), 4.00 PM-7.00 PM, MELBOURNE – FINAL REMINDER – RSVP by June 7

NSA recognises high-level contributions to the scientific study of nutrition through prestigious awards. Please join us for this event where recent fellowship and awards winners share highlights and insights from their careers and research. Afterwards, please join the speakers, NSA Council members, and other members over refreshments. 

The speakers are

~ Dr Graeme McIntosh, NSA Fellow 2009. "Researching at CSIRO Human Nutrition for more than 30 years”

~ Professor Alan Bell, NSA Fellow 2010. “Global food security – challenges and opportunities for the animal industries”

~ Professor Caryl Nowson, NSA Research Medal 2009. “Vitamin D fortification: Is it time?”

~ Dr Sarah McNaughton, NSA Research Award. “Dietary patterns and diet quality in population health”.

The venue: Mantra, 471 Little Bourke Street, Melbourne

This event is free and open to members (and non-members) of NSA. RSVP by June 7 to Helen at hgastin@aapt.net.au

NSA MEETINGS – NEW – in TASMANIA! 

Our hard-working Tasmanians have now arranged four new talks, for June and July. All are 1.00-2.00 pm, with multiple locations (see http://tinyurl.com/lyhrnk for location and program updates). 

~ June 15 (Wed) ~ Amy White (dietitian and PhD candidate, Bond University) ~ Food waste in agricultural and fisheries sector and public health nutrition 

~ June 29 (Wed) ~ Chris Forbes-Ewan (DSTO, Scottsdale) ~  Nutrition, food and war: past, present and future 

~ July 15 (Fri) ~ Kay Nguo (Menzies Institute) ~ Metabolic syndrome, central adiposity and the regulation of inflammation in response to high fat diets

~ July 29 (Fri) ~ Sharon Campbell (DHHS, Population Health) ~ Healthy@Work toolkit

Further talks are being arranged for: Aug 10 and 24, Sep 2 and 19, Oct 5 and 26, and Nov 9.

JOBS

** Heart Foundation (Melbourne CBD): Policy Officer - Healthy Weight 

An exciting permanent full-time opportunity currently exists as part of our national healthy weight program. Do you have an undergraduate qualification in nutrition/dietetics, food science, health science or related field? Do you have demonstrated experience in the development of evidence based policies? Can you develop the evidence base for Heart Foundation (HF) healthy weight policies and programs, and contribute to the uptake of HF policies by consumers and professionals through effective translation of evidence? Read more at http://www.heartfoundation.org.au/about-us/careers/Pages/policy-officer-healthy-weight.aspx

Applications close at COB on June 7 (next week!). 

** Canberra, Dept of Health and Ageing - Population Health Strategy Unit – senior positions - applications close June 16

The Population Health Strategy Unit (PHSU) is responsible for supporting population health policy and program development in the Department through building and utilising the evidence base for preventive health. For more details of the positions, go to http://healthjobs.nga.net.au/cp/ 

~ EL1 - Assistant Director (Job Ref - 11-1248)

These positions will contribute to the PHSU operational plan with respect to the roles and responsibilities of each Section and manage the coordinated approach to the development of policy with underpinning evidence based on population health data.

Please contact Janice Baines at janis.baines@health.gov.au if you would like more information. 

~ EL2  - Directors (Job Ref - 11-1249)

The Surveillance Director is responsible for working on the Australian Health Survey and for the provision of population health information for use in briefing materials, policy and program decisions. 

The Policy Director supports the work of the Population Health and other Divisions on population health issues, including input to the National Health and Hospital Reform agenda and international activities. 

Please contact damian.coburn@health.gov.au if you would like more information. 

NON-NSA CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS

** Recent Advances in Animal Nutrition – July 13-15, Armidale - early bird registrations deadline = June 12

For a detailed program, and to register, go to http://raan.com.au/program/  (Email queries: Pierre Cronje pierre.cronje@bigpond.com or Paul Iji at piji@une.edu.au)

~  Multi-species: Global feed supply and demand / The whole-body fatty acid balance method: examples of its potential for feed efficiency and product quality optimisation in fish and poultry / Nutritional management to minimise N excretion  from livestock / The use of organic acids in animal nutrition, with special focus on potassium diformate under European and Austral-Asian conditions.

~ Poultry: Is a feed conversion ratio of 1:1 a realistic and appropriate goal for broiler chickens? / Feed additives and alternative feed ingredients for poultry ? / Environmental impact of low feed conversion efficiency in poultry

~ Cattle: Physiological consequences associated with feed efficiency in beef cattle / Selection for feed efficiency in beef cattle – and in dairy cattle / Nutritional management to reduce the carbon footprint of dairy and beef from the perspective of a global feed company / Enhanced nitrogen utilization in dairy cattle with precision protein nutrition

~ Sheep: Efficiency in the breeding ewe

~ Pig: Feed efficiency in growing pigs – what’s possible from a nutritional perspective? / Impact of the sow on progeny productivity and herd feed efficiency / Feed additives and feed efficiency in the pork industry / Fatty acids and weaner piglet performance / Grain processing and feed efficiency in finishing pigs

~ Horse: NMR-based metabonomic analyses of horse serum

** 5th International Conference on Mechanisms of Action of Nutraceuticals (ICMAN5). October 13-15, Brisbane

www.icman5.org

This conference will discuss the latest research on nutraceuticals and its relevance to prevention and treatment of chronic diseases and conditions. Key themes include: clinical research strategies for demonstrating efficacy and safety / elucidating the mechanisms of action of nutraceuticals / indigenous medicines / regulatory frameworks for nutraceuticals / evidence demonstrating disease prevention and treatment

Registration: Early-bird Rate AU$850 (Student AU$250), until June 30.

The conference is being hosted by the Queensland Clinical Trials Network (QCTN) - a not-for-profit, independent association (see http://www.qctn.com.au/ )

** Proton pump inhibitors - Implications for nutrition: Rocco Di Vincenzo, APD, webinar, June 23 (Thurs) 7.00-8.00 pm

Proton pump inhibitors (PPIs) are one of Australia’s most commonly prescribed medications; their inappropriate use could have long-term negative effects on nutrition and health. (This has been organised by Sophie Blackmore, APD, and dbconferences – it’s not part of NSA’s webinar series.) Registration costs $40, at https://www.regodirect.com.au/dbcon/registrations/

NEWS

** CN Australasia ceases publication

This valuable on-line bi-monthly nutrition journal has ceased to publish its free Australasian edition, after four years of publication. They are exploring making it available on a subscription basis. 

** “Cooking and consumption of armadillo meat should be discouraged”

You may perhaps not be aware that the (nine-banded) armadillo is the only non-human reservoir for the leprosy bacterium. A recent paper (Truman et al, N Engl J Med 2011; 364:1626-1633) has provided genomic evidence that a significant number of US human leprosy cases are linked to armadillos. Hence, these authors have issued the warning quoted in my headline. 
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